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Ï WICKED VINE-DRESSERS. 
Matthew 21:33-46—Aug. 16.

“The Slone that the builders rejected, the 
same is become the Head of the corner."— 
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My People Are Destroyed For 
Lack of Knowledge,

it%

C. F. BORDEN»<•

i
OT only did the Redeemer teach 

chiefly by parable», but nearly 
all of those parables related 
to the Kingdom. The reason 

for this is plain. The Divine Plan 
calls for the setting up of the Kingdom 

” of Righteousness by Divine Power for 
the overcoming of the Prince of Dark- 

! ness, whose reign of six thousand 
years has been a Reign of Sin and 

i Deatii. Today's lesson points indirect­
ly to the Kingdom.

While the whole world lay in sin 
and under Divine sentence of death,

! God planted in the world a root of 
Promise, a hope. This Promise, made 

! to Abraham, foretold that his seed 
j would eventually become very power­
ful and would cause God's blessing to 
till the earth and roll away the curse. 
In due time this Promise came to the 
nation of Israel. Abraham's posterity 
and heirs of the Promise.

Thus God planted a vineyard in the 
1 world, the .Jewish nation, bound to 
Him by tbeir Law Covenant. He set 
a hedge about them—the Divine prom­
ise that as long 

; as they were faith­
ful and loyal to 
God, they would 
be thoroughly pro- 

i tected against 
S their enemies. Je- 

I b o v a li Himself 
j was their Watch- 
j tower. He placed 
j as watchmen the 

g Prophets, who

i! warned the people 
in respect to ev­
ery b r e a k i u g 
down of tlie wall: for this protection 

B could be broken down only by disloy­
alty. carelessness, sin, on Israel’s part. 

The Original Vine-Dressers.

While the entire nation of Israel is 
represented by the vineyard, the hus­
bandmen were the religious leaders.

; These vine-dressers became conceited 
and acted as if they were the owners, 
and not merely the Owner’s servants. 
Even in their speech they became ac- 

; enstomed to call the people "our peo­
ple," "my people,” etc. Thus they fail­
ed to glorify God properly, aud felt 
themselves to be more than the serv­
ants of God, honored in beiug permit­
ted to be vine-dressers in His vine­
yard.

In due time the Owner. Jehovah,
: sent His servants, the Prophets, to 
i Israel. These servants and their mes 
• sages became tests of the loyalty of 
j the vine-dressers and of the character- 
development of the people. But das! 
the vine-dressers' pride and desire to 
shoiv off before the people prompted 
the mistreatment of the Prophets 
Some of the servants they beat, other.- 
they stoned, others they killed.

Finally the Owner sent His Sou. 
The Bible informs us that God fore­
knew that Israel's rulers would cruci 
fy the Son. But the parable states 
the matter as though the Owner had 

I said, "They will reverence My Son."
Surely the Jewish rulers should have 

I recognized Him of whom people de- 
! clared. "Never man spake like this 
; Man.” Surely they should have heark­
ened to His Message, should have re- 

! pented of their sins aud come back 
through Him into harmony with God.

the spirit of seltishness 
and self-conceit often leads its pos­
sessors to monstrous acts which after 
ward appal even themselves. The Jew­
ish Doctors, clergy of that time, per 
celved that Jesus, the Son of God. 
Representative of the Owner of the 

j vineyard, exerted a mighty influence 
I over the [>eople. 
to whatever extent His cause should 
prevail, their power, their influence, 

i their titles, their honors of meu. would 
fade.

In their exasperation against Jesus.
I the vine-dressers determined that His 
death was necessary for the success 

of their theories 
and plans. They 
did uot realize that 
their course was 
tlie very oue which 
would lead to the 
destruction of that 
typical kingdom of 
God, that typical 
vineyard. The par­
able was fulfilled. 
God’s judgment 

the came upon the Jew­
ish nation. In A.
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!t. Jesus’ Teachings Harmonized the Law 
and the Prophets—Jewish Doctors 
Had Failed to Teach the Deep Things 
of the Law—Opposition to Bible 
Study—Jews Typical of Spiritual Is­
rael—Jewish Age and Harvest Typi­

cal of Gospel Age and Harvest.
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Kinds of Field SeedsAll
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I August 9. — The 
I Photo-Drama o f 
' Creation continues 
[ to awaken deep 

interest in Bible i 
study. Its order- |
!y presentation of I 
the world's mas | 
terpieces of art il­
lustrative of sa- j 
cred history i s j 
very impressive. 
Every subject 

RUSSELL )j dear to the Chris- _ 
tian is depicted.

Pastor Russell preached today from ! 
the text. "Woe unto you. lawyers! for j 
ye have taken away the Key of Knowl- I 
edge: ye entered not in yourselves, aud 
them that were entering in ye hinder­
ed.”—Luke 11:52.

The word lawyer in New Testament 
usage, the Pastor began, lias a very 
different meaning from our usage. It 
applied to those religious teachers of 
tlie Jews who made special professions 
of sanctity of heart and earnest desire 
to know God's will and to teach it 
Today the corresponding dass are des­
ignated Doctors of Divinity.

It was customary amongst the Jews, 
the speaker continued, that lessons 
from the Law and the Prophets should 
he read daily in the synagogues. The 
people were tiius familiar with the let­
ter of tlie Scriptures. The majority ■ 
of them were illiterate: for eduea ! 
tional facilities then were not what 
they are now Consequently only a 
few claimed to have knowledge of the 
spiritual part of tlie Law and Prophets. : 
These were chiefly of the literary and 
wealthy classes. To these the com- | 
mon people looked for guidance.

The people were hungry for the Mes- j 
sage which Jesus brought The na­
tion would have gone over promptly 
to Jesus if the Doctors of the Law had 
given the word. Moreover. Jesus' j 
teachings harmonized the Law and the 1 
Prophets, over which the Scribes and 
Pharisees and the Sndducees long had 
disputed. Had these Doctors of the !
Law been as hungry for Truth as were j 
the people, undoubtedly their differ- j 
ences of interpretation of Scripture 
would have speedily disappeared in the 
light then shining upon the Bible | 
through the Holy Spirit. Jesus and His 
Apostles beiug Jehovah's mouthpieces.

The Pastor then drew a parallel be­
tween the Jewish Age and Its Harvest 
and the Gospel Age and its Harvest 
Now, as then. God's people are perish­
ing for lack of knowledge. Now, as 
then, the Doctors of Divinity will not 
use the Key of Knowledge themselves; 
and have buried it from the people un­
der a mass of forms aud ceremonies, j 

But Is Knowledge Necessary?

It was then shown that in our Lord's , 
day the Jewish Doctors of Divinity 
contented themselves with telling the 1 
people what to do and what not to do, j 
but did not help them to understand j 
the deep meaning of the Law and the 
Prophets. So it is today, the speaker j 
declared; a minister stands as a rep- I 
resentative and mouthpiece of the j 
Church creed, which in roundabout 
terms declares that whoever does not 

They reasoned that live a saintly life will suffer an eter­
nity of torment Is not this a griev- j 
ous burden to put upon any conscien- ' 
tious soul? he asked. Has it not caus- i 
ed untenable anguish to many of God's 

1 true people? Has it not driven from 
God and tile Bible thousands of the 
most intelligent minds in the world?

As the Jewish Doctors of Divinity 1 
carried no such burdens, neither do • 
Christendom’s Doctors of Divinity. In j 
private they acknowledge that they j 
carry no such burdens. In public they ! 
give the inference that they do—not - 
so much by positive terms as by im- j 
plication, tone, inflection of the voice 
and by the fact that they represent ' 
creeds which so teach. These in­
fluential teachers are not to he excused 
because of the claim that in their ! 
official capacity they lose their per- j 
sonal responsibility and shift it upon 
those who made the creeds aud those 1 
who adopted them. The people no j 
longer trust the creeds. They realize i 
that a greater light shines today than J 
when those creeds were formulated. j 

The people trust the Bible, the Pas- i 
tor declared. They understand our : 
modern Scribes and Pharisees to give 
assurance that the creeds of Christen­
dom properly represent the teachings 11 
of Scripture. The creedal chains would ! 
become ropes of sand if the prominent j‘ 
Doctors of Divinity would publicly re |1 

I nounce the creeds, as nearly ail of f 
them do in private conversation.
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Bottling Works
f Typewriter 
Gives Business 

Standing
We desire to announce to 

the trade that our plant, which 

was destroyed by fire, has 

now been reopened, better 

equipped than ever before to 

handle your business. Every­

thing in carbonated drinks. 

Special attention given to tel­

ephone orders.............................

The small town merchant, the rural business man or the 
has the advantage over the manfarmer who uses a typewriter

who does not. .... ,
The typewriter not only saves time in writing letters and 

making out bills, but it adds prestige and reputation to the user. *

«The L. C. Smith & Bros. Typewriter
is especially adapted to use in rural districts because it will stand 

more wear and does not require an expert operator, By follow­
ing the instructions we will give you, you will have no 

learning.

trouble

Mail This Coupon Today

Please send me your free book
Q I do not use a typewriter at present.

I am using a typewriter and would like to learn about your 
I G special offer to exchange it for a new one.

) I
Name-

P. O-
StateIdahoS h os hone, To the L. C. Smith & Bros. Typewriter Co.

PORTLAND, OREGON

306 OAK ST.However.

Every Farmer
As well as every business man should have a regular 

bank account.

Draying and Ice
WHY? A/7

Our horses and rigs are 

first-class and you will 

find our service highly 

satisfactory. All kinds of 

rigs to hire by, hour, day 

week, or month at reas­

onable prices. We are 

at your service, day or 

night. Telephone 112

V
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Because. Your money is safer in the bank than any 

where else.

Paying your bills by check is the simplest and most 

convenient method.

Your check becomes a voucher for the debt it pays-

It gives you a better standing with the community.

It gives you better standing with the business men.

Money in the bank strengthens you:' credit

A bank account teaches, helps and encourages you 

save.

V
jJ

V "V

; The Stone that 
Builders Rejected.

D. 70 it was overthrown, and has never 
j since been restored, nor will it be until 

Messiah shall establish His Kingdom

I
V.
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*- The New Vine-Dressers.
! The Lord said that they were wicked 

vine-dressers. lie appointed new ones 
I —the twelve Aposties, St. Paul taking 
; the [dace of Judas. Moreover, He 
j started a new vineyard, putting into 
I it only the true Vine. Of this vineyard 
I our Lord said. “1 am the Vine; ye are 
! the branches." Century after century 

these true branches of the true Vine

Silva’s Livery and Feed Barn 
M . SILVA, Proprietor.

i

to

This bank does all the book-keeping. i —
have been planted by baptism into 
death with their Master aud have been 

! bringing forth the peaceable fruits of 
j righteousness. Ere long, we believe, 
i this fruitage will all be gathered and. 
! by the resurrection “change," be trans­

planted into Heavenly conditions.
The Scriptures also represent the 

Church by a pyramid, which has live 
corner-stones, the chief one of which, 
the top-stone, is itself a perfect pyra­
mid. Jesus, rejected by the Jews, cru­
ci tied. is the Chief Corner-Stone of this 
great Temple of God, the Church. Al­
ready He is glorified, and His Church 
will soon be united to Him.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS.
Your bank book is a record of your business.

To those desiring banking connections with an OLD 

ESTABLISHED BANK we extend our services.

Eatate of Edith L. Silva, Deceased, 
j Notice is hereby given by the un- 

Nest it was pointed out that our : dersigned Administrator of the estate 
are j of Edith L. Silva, deceased, to the cred- 

proviug themselves to be the nntitvpes j Uw** of and ail person« having claims 
of those addressed by Jesus. Taking f said Deceased, to exhibit

, , ,, tbem with the necessary vouchersaway the Key of Knowledge, they teB monlh, ftfter the first pub_
urge the people not to bother their of thi, notice, to the said Ad-
heads about doctrines, but to leave *taj*tj-«tct at hi* home in Lincoln

County, e* »t t%m *ffl— of Frank T. 
DUmt. ta Sheatero» ©. *otr of Lin-

O. J. BRENNAN'
Systematic Key-Hiding.

FURNITURE
Of all KindsJ

modern Scribes and Pharisees

CARPETS
Of Every Description

.... THE .... ^LINOLEUMBiblethese subjects to the clergy, 
study has degenerated Into a study of 
geography, customs, etc., rather than 
an effort to understand the phopheeies 
or the interpretation of them given by 
Jesus aud His Apostles.

FIRST NATIONAL BANK Anything in the Furniture Line
•oln. state of

Urn 11th. lt!4-
WGLUAM Si«?,

Afisetu iynrato* of i h» Este te of Boith 
FRANK T. DISNET,

Attorney for Estate.
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